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• Welcome & Agenda – Sarah Lambert, CFNIL
• Rockford Public Library – Zoe Norwood
• Rock Valley College Foundation – Linda Buerger
• Illinois Student Aid Commission – Beth Groves
• Private Scholarship Providers – YWCA, Crossroads Blues Society, 
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• Community Foundation of Northern Illinois – Gabrielle Sims
• Scholarship Fair & ScholarshipsNI.com Update – Sarah Lambert
• Questions

November 11, 2021

AGENDA



Financial Aid for Higher Education: 
Materials available from 
Rockford Public Library

Presentation for School Counselors 
Scholarship Meeting

Thursday, Oct. 21, 2021
Midway Village Museum

Zoe Norwood, librarian
Adult Services Department, Rockford Public Library 

815-987-6626, znorwood@rockfordpubliclibrary.org



Books available from Rockford Public Library

• Peterson’s How to Get Money for College
2021 ed. reference only (Hart Interim Library, 214 N. Church St. – ask at reference desk)

2020 ed. circulating copies

• Peterson’s Scholarships, Grants & Prizes
2021 ed. both reference (Hart Interim Library) and circulating copies

• The Ultimate Scholarship Book (by Gen Tanabe)

2021 ed. circulating copies

• Paying for College (Princeton Review, by Kalman Chany)

2022 ed. circulating copy



Searchable Online Databases
• For local scholarships: 
scholarshipsni.com, the new database sponsored by the Community 
Foundation of Northern Illinois, the Illinois Student Assistance Commission, the 
Rockford Public Library, and the Rock Valley College Foundation.

• For other scholarships nationwide:

Gale Presents – Peterson’s Test and Career Prep, which RPL 
just started subscribing to. It will likely be searchable by anyone on library 
computers by October 30th, and it currently has remote access for RPL card-holders 
through “Research It” in www.rockfordpubliclibrary.org. As well as other test and 
career prep information, this Gale Database includes College and Scholarship 
Search, Undergraduate Scholarship Search, Graduate School and Scholarship 
Search, and Graduate Scholarship Search. 

http://www.rockfordpubliclibrary.org/


After clicking on “Research It,” click on “A to Z of All Databases.”



In the A-Z listing, go to G, clicking on Gale Databases.



Click on Gale Presents: Peterson’s Test and Career Prep



On the search line of Peterson’s Test and Career Prep, I typed “scholarships”



These 4 search engines came up, as well as 2 for PSAT study. I clicked on College & 
Scholarship Search.



From these results, I clicked on Undergraduate Scholarship Search.



In Undergraduate Scholarship Search, filtering by “female,” “full-time,” and 
“mathematics” yielded 4. 



I clicked on Colonel Kathleen Swacina Scholarship. This shows description, 
application deadline, amount awarded (if available), eligibility, and link to the 
website for more detail or to apply.
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SCHOLARSHIPS



Gabrielle (Gabby) Sims
Scholarship Associate

gsims@cfnil.org
(779) 210-8209

SCHOLARSHIPS

Who do I contact?

mailto:gsims@cfnil.org


SCHOLARSHIPS

• Northern Illinois’ largest provider of grants and 
private scholarships

• Created by donors
• Approximately 90+ different scholarships 

awarding up to $350,000 this year
• A scholarship for just about everything:

- Athletic - Financial Need
- Academic - Community Service
- Field of Study - And more!

CFNIL Scholarship Program



SCHOLARSHIPS

Why should my students apply?

• Scholarship dollars are worth more
• 1 in 3 chance of receiving an award 
• Can qualify for multiple scholarships at once

• Each applicant applied for an average of 3 scholarships
• Scholarships go unawarded every year
• They’ve already done most of the work! (FAFSA and 

Common App)
• Only 1/3 of scholarships have financial aid requirement



SCHOLARSHIPS

The Process

1. Register for an account (write down login and don’t use school email)

See http://cfnil.org/how-to-register-apply/ for specific instructions

2. 1st stage of application

1. Provide basic information

2. Provide contact information for a reference 

3. Upload transcripts and fill out courses

4. Include financial aid data (SAR) to be considered for need-based scholarships

5. Be matched with the scholarships for which they are eligible

3. 2nd stage of application

1. Write an essay for each scholarship you would like to apply for

2. Submit!

The student will…

http://cfnil.org/how-to-register-apply/


SCHOLARSHIPS

Then what happens?

• Applications reviewed anonymously by committees in March and April; the 
CFNIL Board of Trustees approves their recommendations

• Recipients notified by the end of April via letter and email that they’ve 
received an award

• Status of all applications available in Web Portal after May 1

• CFNIL’s Scholarship Night on June 16th, 2022. Location TBD

• Checks sent directly to the school by early July



SCHOLARSHIPS

References

• Deadline: February 22nd at 8:00 a.m.
• You can work on the forms before the applicant deadline!

• Two kinds of reference forms: Academic Verification and Student 
Recommendation

• Don’t refer to student by name

• cfnil.org/counselors-references 
• Walkthrough video (before Thanksgiving break)
• Written instructions



Step 1

Step 2

SCHOLARSHIPS



SCHOLARSHIPS

Grades & GPA

• Reporting Grades:
• Current high school students should submit their unweighted grades 

(on a 4.0 scale) from second semester junior year
• Academic verifiers should submit both weighted and unweighted 

grades from first semester senior year
• GED students can now submit their scores

• Only graduating high school seniors will use academic verification; 
everyone else must provide transcripts

• Students that graduated more than five years ago will only need to provide 
the name of their high school and their GPA



SCHOLARSHIPS

Howard D Colman Scholarship Program

Scholarship Criteria
• Be high school graduating senior that resides in Boone or Winnebago County 
• Major in engineering, computer science, applied science or a comparable technology 

field
• Minimum GPA of 3.0/4.0
• Personify the innovative spirit of Howard D. Colman

• Local students with an innovative, entrepreneurial spirit who are invested in 
supporting the Rockford community through industry

Program Criteria
• Demonstrated connection and commitment to the Rockford region
• Willing to commit the next four summers to doing a 20-30 hours per week internship
• The student must be willing to take at least one local internship



SCHOLARSHIPS

Howard D Colman Scholarship Program

Application Deadlines
• Application is open November 1st-January 1st (This is a separate 

application!)
• Reference letter due January 10th at 5pm
• In person interviews for 6 finalists: Week of February 7th

Award Amounts
• $2,500 for the first year
• After the first year, one individual is chosen to be the scholar and receive 

$10,000 for the next three years 



SCHOLARSHIPS

8 New Scholarships  

Daniel Edwards Memorial Scholarship
• Be a Byron High School graduating senior;
• With plans to study auto mechanics, diesel mechanics, or any other trade

Fred Peterson Scholarship 
• Graduating senior from Hononegah Community High School
• Unweighted GPA of 2.5/4.0
• Must have plans to attend a 4-year college or university
• Must demonstrate a commitment to their community through service 

and activities
• Quality of essay



SCHOLARSHIPS

8 New Scholarships  

Irene Karsk Memorial Scholarship
• Graduating senior of Pecatonica High School
• Have a minimum GPA of 3.0/4.0
• Have been involved in community activities/service.

John D. and Melinda (Mindy) L. Stadel Scholarship
• Be a high school graduating senior
• Be a resident of Winnebago, Boone, Ogle or Stephenson County
• Have a minimum unweighted GPA of 3.0/4.0
• Be a Christian actively involved in their faith community
• Have a minimum of 75 community service hours during high school 



SCHOLARSHIPS

8 New Scholarships  

Rockford Historical Society Scholarship
• Graduating high school senior with a permanent address in Winnebago 

County, IL
• Preference will be given to applicants who plan to pursue a degree in 

history-related field

Winnebago County Veterans Association Scholarship 
• Resident of Winnebago County
• Graduating high school senior
• Cumulative unweighted GPA of 2.5/4.0
• Related to an Honorably Discharged Veteran, National Guard Reservist, 

US Army Reserve, or a current active duty servicemember.



SCHOLARSHIPS

8 New Scholarships  

David L. Johnson Scholarship
• Graduating senior from Byron High School
• Plans to study music education

Pay It Forward Scholarship
• Applicant must have demonstrated grit and the ability to overcome 

obstacles
• Applicant must have permanent residence in Boone, Ogle, Stephenson, 

or Winnebago Counties
• No essay required



SCHOLARSHIPS

COVID-19 Considerations

• Scholarship can be held for up to one academic year

• Students can attend a fully online program, if it is an 
accredited nonprofit institution

• Question “Special Financial Circumstances”



SCHOLARSHIPS

Please contact me if you have 
any questions or concerns!

Gabrielle (Gabby) Sims
Scholarship Associate

gsims@cfnil.org
(779) 210-8209

P.S. I do visits!

mailto:gsims@cfnil.org


November 11, 2021Community Foundation of Northern Illinois

SAVE THE 
DATE:

Dec. 7, 2021
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