


Rock Valley College – Financial Aid Office

Contact Dave Anderzon 
with any questions about 
the RVC application and 
financial aid process, or to 
schedule a presentation 
with your students!

David Anderzon (He/Him)
Coordinator of Appeals & Outreach

815-921-4150
d.anderzon@rockvalleycollege.edu

mailto:d.anderzon@rockvalleycollege.edu


Illinois Student Assistance Commission - ISAC

Contact Hannah Rose 
Budzynski with any 
questions about FAFSA or 
general financial aid!

Hannah Rose Budzynski (They/Them)
ISACorps Member – Rock Valley District 

815-354-0733 
Hannah.budzynski@illinois.gov

mailto:Hannah.budzynski@illinois.gov


Rockford Public Library

Contact Morgan Yordy
with any questions 
regarding library 
resources for students!

RPL Resources Include

• Free Printing

• Print outs of paper applications for 
some private scholarship providers

• Technology needs

Morgan Yordy (She/They)
Librarian

815-987-6665 
myordy@rockfordpubliclibrary.org



RVC Foundation Scholarship Overview

September 27, 2022



Welcome!

Linda Buerger – Contact me with any questions!

Scholarships and Financial Operations Manager

l.buerger@rockvalleycollege.edu | 815.921.4506

RVC Foundation Scholarships

https://rockvalleycollege.edu/scholarships

RVC-Foundation@rockvalleycollege.edu | 815.921.4500

mailto:l.buerger@rockvalleycollege.edu
https://rockvalleycollege.academicworks.com/opportunities
mailto:RVC-Foundation@rockvalleycollege.edu


Scholarship overview

What are scholarships?
• Scholarships are funds provided by individual donors to the RVC Foundation 

for Rock Valley College students in order to help cover tuition and fees owed to 

the college, and to buy the books and mandatory supplies needed for classes.

How do you qualify for a scholarship?
• Have a 2.0 or higher GPA

• Complete the FAFSA and submit RVC’s Form 1

• Register for fall 2023 classes



How does the RVC Foundation define financial need?

# 1 misconception – it is NOT based on Pell eligibility. Financial need focuses 

on those who are willing to complete the Rock Valley College financial aid 

process all the way to the end. File the FAFSA and complete RVC Form 1. 

That’s it for most applicants.

Any guesses as to the highest EFC held by a scholarship recipient this year?

$150,531.00



Only acceptable reasons why a high school senior 

cannot complete the process

 International student – not eligible for federal aid

 Student will be under 18 years of age – not eligible for federal aid

 Cannot supply documents requested

 Cannot supply parental information

None of these listed reasons should stop a students from applying! 



Important Dates – (subject to change)

✓ October 1, 2022 – application for the FAFSA form goes live!

✓ January 30, 2023 – all RVC Foundation scholarship applications open

✓ March 9, 2023 – all applications close

✓ April 2, 2023 – priority registration opens

✓ April 6, 2023 – registration for new students opens

✓ April 10, 2023 – preliminary award notices sent

✓ April 20, 2023 – thank you letters are due

✓ May 4, 2023 – final award notices sent

✓ May 12, 2023 – classes End



Thank you for joining us today!

RVC Foundation Scholarships
https://rockvalleycollege.edu/scholarships

RVC-Foundation@rockvalleycollege.edu

815.921.4500

https://rockvalleycollege.academicworks.com/opportunities
mailto:RVC-Foundation@rockvalleycollege.edu






HEATHER RAPP (she/her)

PROGRAM ASSOCIATE 
779-210-8209
SCHOLARSHIPS@CFNIL.ORG
www.cfnil.org

mailto:SCHOLARSHIPS@CFNIL.ORG


To learn more and apply, visit 



• Northern Illinois’ largest provider of grants and private scholarships

• Nearly 100 different scholarships awarding almost $400,000 this year

• Can be used for the full cost of attendance, at any US-based accredited 
nonprofit or public school, and you don’t have to be a graduating senior 
to apply

• A scholarship for just about everyone:
• Financial Need
• Vocation
• Community Service
• Field of Study
• And more!

*one application, one deadline*

CFNIL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM



• Scholarship dollars are worth more
• $500 loan with 4.99% interest over 10 years actually costs you $636

• 1 in 3 chance of receiving an award 
• Scholarships go unawarded every year

• Opportunity to qualify for multiple scholarships at once
• Each applicant applied for an average of 3 scholarships

• You’ve already done most of the work!

WHY SHOULD I APPLY?



1. Register for an account at www.cfnil.org
• See http://cfnil.org/how-to-register-apply/ for specific instructions

2. Complete the main application
• Basic background info
• Academic information FROM THE END OF YOUR JUNIOR YEAR
• Include financial aid data (SAR) to be considered for need-based scholarships
• Provide contact info for references and academic verifier

3. See which scholarships you’re eligible for

4. Write an essay for each scholarship you want to apply to

5. Submit and repeat

THE PROCESS

http://www.cfnil.org/
http://cfnil.org/how-to-register-apply/


1. Applications reviewed anonymously by committees in March & 
April and recipients approved by CFNIL Board in April

2. Recipients notified by the end of April via letter and email that 
they’ve received an award

3. Status of all applications available in Web Portal after May 1

4. Acceptance Forms and thank you letters due May 31

5. CFNIL Scholarship Night – June 15, 2023

6. Checks sent directly to school by early July

THE PROCESS – WHAT’S NEXT?



• Deadline: February 16, 2023 at 8:00 a.m.
• You can work on the forms before the applicant deadline!

• Two kinds of third party forms:
• Academic Verification

• for HS Seniors only
• Completed by counselors or registrars
• Report academic information as of second semester junior year
• Submit both weighted and unweighted GPAs
• GED students and those who’ve already graduated provide scores/transcripts

• Recommendation
• Only one required; some scholarships may have a second, more specific recommendation needed
• Can be any adult that knows the student well, as long as they’re not a relative
• Rate students on various characteristics and provide three adjectives

• cfnil.org/counselors-references
• Walkthrough video
• Written instructions

REFERENCES/THIRD PARTY FORMS





RESOURCES



RESOURCES



RESOURCES



RESOURCES
https://www.cfnil.org/scholarship-resources





COLMAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Scholarship Criteria
• Be high school graduating senior that resides in 

Boone or Winnebago County 
• Major in engineering, computer science, applied 

science or a comparable technology field
• Minimum GPA of 3.0/4.0
• Personify the innovative spirit of HDC

• Local students with an innovative, entrepreneurial 
spirit who are invested in supporting the Rockford 
community through industry

Program Criteria
• Demonstrated connection and commitment to the 

Rockford region
• Willing to commit the next four summers to doing a 

20-30+ hours/week internship
• Student must be willing to take at least one local 

internship
• Participants work with Furst Staffing



COLMAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Award Amounts
• $2,500 for the first year 

• Four participants chosen

• After the first year, one individual is chosen to be the scholar and receive $10,000 for the next three 
years 

Application Deadlines
• Application is open November 1st-January 2nd 

• This is a separate application!
• Reference letter due January 13th at 5pm
• In person interviews for 6 finalists: Week of February 6th



• Jan Stringer Memorial Scholarship
• Students pursuing a career in nursing

• WCRTA Blanche J. Martin Scholarship
• Winnebago County; current college student; elementary education

• West Gateway Coalition Scholarship
• Reside in boundaries of West Gateway; 2.0+ GPA

• Tom Moore Family Scholarship
• East HS; academic performance

• Regina Potts Memorial Scholarship
• East HS; career in teaching

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS IN 2023



• Welcome Heather- CFNIL’s new 
Scholarship Associate!

• Goals for 2023

• Differentiating for your students

• Add CFNIL to your Safe Senders list

• Let’s get together to discuss your 
student’s needs!


